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The author gives the pronounceless quadriliteral Jhvh for the divine 
name, as does the polychrome Bible. Better read either "Jehovah," 
as does Driver in his Introduction to the Literature of the Old Testament, 
or " Yahweh," if this book is intended for English students of the Bible. 

There are few typographical errors. But on p. 180 there is a 
manifest mixing up of facts, due doubtless to the printers' carelessness. 

The work reveals thorough and widespread research, presents the 
last up-to-date critical results, and, regardless of its overzealous method 
of argumentation, will prove to be a useful commentary on this trouble- 
some book. 

Ira M. Price. 

The University of Chicago. 

The Book of Job, with Introduction and Notes. By Edgar C. 
S. Gibson, D.D., Vicar of Leeds and Prebendary of Wells. 
London: Methuen & Co.; New York: The Macmillan Co., 
1899. Pp. xxx+236. 6s. (=Vol. I of "Oxford Com- 
mentaries," edited 'by Walter Lock, D.D.) 

This book has an inviting mechanical outfit, and the print is very 
pleasing to the eye. The text of the book of Job, as here given, is 
that of the Revised Version. One has little fault to find with the 
manner in which the introduction, text, and commentary are presented 
by the printer. The binding is good, and there is an index. 

The exact value of the work must be judged by what the series and 
this number of it profess to do, that is, to fill a place between the 
"Cambridge Bible" and the "International Critical Commentary," 
being less elementary than the former and less critical than the latter. 
In both of these negative purposes the author has succeeded, with 
possibly more of the elementary flavor than the scholarly minister 
could desire. Naturally, when such a book is published and the rea- 
sons for its being are asked, comparisons will be made with what is 
already in the field. We are constrained to acknowledge that when 
placed alongside of the works of Drs. Tayler Lewis and A. B. David- 
son, and Professors Genung and Moulton, Mr. Gibson's work suffers 
somewhat. There is a glow and stimulating suggestiveness about these 
works — to which the reviewer confesses such indebtedness as to almost 
prejudice his mind at the start against Dr. Gibson's work — not found 
in the work of the prebendary of Wells. 

Acknowledging these facts frankly, we nevertheless find here an 
independent study of the book of Job that is thoroughly welcome. 
We like his method, too, which is not at all dogmatic, but rather 
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suggestive, and just the sort for the enriching of the mind of teacher or 
preacher. In an elaborate introduction of thirty pages he discusses 
the book as a work of literature found in the canon of Scripture, giving 
not only his own judgment, but also the contrasting opinions as to its 
place in the canon, contents, structure, and main divisions, object, and 
character, integrity, versions, and commentaries. 

In expounding the text for us, his method is to study first the form 
and matter of the speeches and then to give his own interpretation of 
each sentence and paragraph. He discusses the textual difficulties 
and sets before us tersely the different theories, not wasting much space 
on controversy. Happily for us, he avoids the vice that has been the 
ruin of many commentaries, Lange's for instance ; that is, he is not 
a commentator on commentaries, but a student of the text. On the 
difficult portions he is especially helpful, and, saying this, we praise 
him highly, for this is not the shining virtue of the average commen- 
tator. An example of what we mean is seen in his comments upon the 
nineteenth chapter, in which Dr. Gibson shows himself conservatively 
adhering to the old view, that Job had really reached the belief in 
personal immortality and was reveling in a vision of life with God in 
the world beyond this world. Yet, to show the value of this work of 
a student, we note that the author not only states the opposing theories 
of interpretation of this passage, but he gives also alternatives, viz., 
that Job either expects vindication before death, or that he is happy in 
already foreseeing the real future. 

While it is a pity that Dr. Gibson makes no note of Professor 
Budde's attempted reconstruction of the poem, showing what the 
original prose legend, as gathered from the folk-lore about Job, was, 
yet we find in his valuable introduction a reference to Budde's com- 
mentary, and in the summing up of evidence the author is most fair. 
He shows that " all things seem to combine to point to a comparatively 
late date for the poem " (p. xxiii). We cannot but commend the book 
as being a distinct addition to the small number of independent studies 
of this drama of the spirit. The problem of human pain and suffering 
is in the ancient book set forth with tremendous dramatic force, against 
the background of the infinite love and the perfect justice of Almighty 
God. Yet, ancient as the problem is, it is also one of today. The 
Christian minister who would have in one volume the material and 
apparatus for the study of the very ancient, but ever-fresh theme, and 
the poem of Job, will find them in this publication of Dr. Gibson's. 

William Elliot Griffis. 
Ithaca, N. Y. 



